
We feel the summons of the darkening season and lower temperatures to slow down, sleep more, roam less. We 
wrap our collars tighter and stay closer to home. May we use this more contemplative time of year to take stock 
of our interior: are we using our love wisely? Are we the best stewards of our resources? O Lord, steel us to be 
honest. !rough Christ our Lord. !men. 

OPENING PRAYER

FIRST READING
2 MACCABEES 7:1–2, 9–14
“We are ready to die rather 
than transgress the laws of our 
ancestors.”

An old Sesame Street song invites 
children to view a set of objects and 
consider how “one of these things is 
not like the others / One of these things 
just doesn’t belong.” To be able to sense 
incongruity is important. In striving for a 
moral life, we need to know when some 
choice, some value, some activity, some 
goal is simply incompatible with Christian 
identity. Who we are isn’t about the labels 
we adopt. We are the sum of the elements 
that comprise our moral universe.

In revisiting the horror of seven 
brothers and their mother in Maccabees, 
we have to keep in mind, it was never 
about the pork. Tucking into a forbidden 
sandwich wasn’t the issue. A foreign king 
ruled Israel, and he hoped to break the 
spirit of rebellion by weakening religious 
identity. !e bacon was on the table as 
a test of loyalty: God or government? 
Religious identity is more than symbols. 
But if we surrender the symbols, how 
much else will we fork over?

 » How can you tell the 
di!erence between 
negotiation and compromise? 
What’s the sign when you’ve 
given too much away?

SECOND READING
2 THESSALONIANS 2:16—3:5
May Jesus encourage your hearts 
and strengthen them in every 
good deed.

Another word for wholeness is integrity. 
A person of integrity holds the elements 
of his or her life in one place and “all of 
these things are just like the others,” to 
coin a phrase. Granted, some of us must 
sheepishly admit that if we dumped the 
contents of last week’s decisions out on 
the lawn, it would look like a random yard 
sale of items that don’t add up. We love 
our families and hate our neighbors. We 
give to charities, yet refuse basic respect 
to the homeless person downtown. We 
love God on Sunday, but chase money the 
rest of the week. We wear a cross, while 
ignoring human su"ering the world over.

Lives of integrity are like orchestras, 
every note in place, every instrument 
contributing to the whole. !e leap from 

wholeness to holiness is small. If we 
want to #ne-tune our Christianity, we 
can start by identifying the discordant 
elements: prejudice, injustice, con$icted 
relationships, unhealed memories, 
unforgiveness. Jesus serves as conductor 
to bring harmony out of the noise.

 » Identify some discordant 
elements: broken 
relationships, addictive 
behaviors, poor choices. 
Choose one this week and 
seek to bring it into harmony 
with your faith.

GOSPEL
Luke 20:27–38
Some Sadducees, who deny there 
is a resurrection, put a question to 
Jesus.

Hold it right there. Sadducees as a group 
don’t believe in the afterlife. So why are 
they asking Jesus to de#ne what goes on 
there? It’s a trap, of course. And Jesus is 
not falling for it. In the same way, I’m not 
going to argue the merits of sacraments 
with folks who don’t believe in God. It’s 
like trying to get a non-fan of science 
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FIRST READING
MALACHI 3:19–20A
Lo, the day is coming, blazing like 
an oven.

Ah, late autumn! As the days grow 
colder, the readings at Mass grow 
hotter. We know the end is near—the 
end of the Church year, that is—when 
apocalypse is on the menu. Next week 
we come to the last station stop of the 
liturgical year known as Christ, King of 
the Universe. We’re close enough to the 
#ery culmination to warm our hands 
from here.

Robert Frost mused on how the 
world might end in his wry poem, 
“Fire and Ice.” He notes that classic 
definitions of apocalypse tend toward 
fiery conclusions. Yet Frost wisely 
adds, “I think I know enough of hate 
/ to say that for destruction ice / is 
also great.” Cold hearts have destroyed 
many a marriage and family. Icy 
indifference turns its blind eye on 
the misery endured up the street 
or across town. While the prophet 
Malachi stokes his oven for the day 
of reckoning, worlds come crashing 
down daily for lack of a little warmth 
and sympathy. We must seek together 
that “sun of justice with its healing 
rays.”

 » Commit to sharing some 
warm words daily to the 
people around you who may 
be out in the cold. Where 
in your relationships may 
someone be hoping for a 
thaw?

SECOND READING
2 THESSALONIANS 3:7–12
If anyone was unwilling to work, 
neither should that one eat.

Nothing brings a gathering to a halt 
like running out of food or drink. 
Meetings quickly conclude when 
the last doughnut leaves the plate 
or the coffee urn is empty. Parties 
end when the beverage service dries 
up—which is why Jesus is drafted by 
his mother to provide more wine at 
a certain wedding in Cana. So when 
Paul threatens to cut meal tickets 
for Church slackers, we can bet this 
rouses some reaction. Either people 
will head out the door or back to 
work.

We might compare this vignette 
from the life of the early Church 
to the idea of excommunication. 
Literally, the term suggests one is 
“out of communion” with the ways 
of the Church. Most of us will never 
face a formal excommunication, 
which is quite rare. But are we like 
those Thessalonians who eat without 
producing anything? Do we partake in 
Eucharist with nothing to show for it? 
This “empty eating” puts us quite out 
of step with the way of Jesus. When 
we come to the table on Sunday, we 
should reflect on what fruits we bring 
with us to demonstrate that we’re 
really all in.

 » Eucharist means 
thanksgiving. For what do 
you give special thanks this 
week? 

GOSPEL
LUKE 21:5–19
“The days will come when there 
will not be left a stone upon 
another stone.”

What’s left of the Jerusalem Temple 
these days is still a remarkable sight. 
What we can view today is the 
remains of the second Temple. The 
original magnificent structure built 
by Solomon was looted and destroyed 
by the Babylonians who forced 
Judea into exile in the 6th century 
BC. The second Temple was pieced 
together after the return from exile 
two generations later. Its comparative 
plainness brought those who recalled 
the first Temple to tears. For five 
more centuries, Israel was controlled 
by Persians, Greeks, Egyptians, and 
Romans, making it difficult to restore 
the Temple’s grandeur.

Then King Herod the Great came 
along. He bankrolled a massive 
building campaign. Herod’s revised 
Temple included stones forty feet long 
and seven feet high, weighing fifty 
tons. They were so heavy no mortar 
was needed to hold the structure in 
place. Yet seventy years later that 
Temple lay in ruins brought down by 
Roman soldiers. Pinning our hopes on 
human achievements cannot make a 
nation great.

 » Consider earthly empires 
that rose to magni"cence 
and are now gone. How much 
of what we trust in will end 
up among the ruins?
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#ction to tell you which Star Trek series 
they liked the best. You’re wasting your 
breath.

First-century religious leaders were 
always glad to waste Jesus’ time, engaging 
him in esoteric arguments the results of 
which they didn’t care about. What they 
hoped to uncover was inconsistency: a 

loophole they could exploit to expose 
Jesus as a fraud. !e integrity of Jesus 
is as seamless as his legendary garment, 
however, woven from top to bottom in a 
single $awless piece. Who’s wasting their 
breath this time?

When someone comes to Jesus in 
genuine distress—seeking healing, 

direction, answers—he’s glad to oblige. 
Save the debate. Bring your needs to Jesus.

 » In your quest for wholeness, 
is there a piece missing? Ask 
Jesus for guidance to identify 
the void and supply what’s 
lacking.
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FIRST READING
2 SAMUEL 5:1–3 
All the elders came to David in 
Hebron, and they anointed him 
king of Israel.

When was your Camelot season? Most 
of us can pinpoint a time when we were 
living the glory days. For some, the best 
times may have been in the academic 
bubble or on the playing #eld. Maybe it 
was the year you met your future spouse, 
the decades raising kids, the day you paid 

o" the mortgage, or were able to retire.
!e Bible traces Israel’s rocky and 

uncertain history through many 
generations of great distress. !e best 
hour was when a young soldier named 
David united the tribes into a strong 
kingdom. It would all fall apart in another 
generation, but for that special season, it 
looked like the land of promise had #nally 
achieved its potential. 

How did a band of wandering tribes 
evolve from anonymous traders through 
generations of Egyptian slavery to 
become a nation on the world stage? To 
the elders assembling in Hebron for the 
anointing, it must have felt like Paradise 
was won. !e era of good King David 
would be a hauntingly precious memory 
through Israel’s future.

 » Make a graph of your life’s 
highs and lows. How does 
what you believe sustain you 
through the lows, keep you 
humble through the highs?

SECOND READING
COLOSSIANS 1:12–20
God delivered us from darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom 
of his Son.

!is week is National Bible Week, #rst 
proposed in 1941 by President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. Quaint as it may 
sound, back then, the National Bible 
Association sponsored the reading of 
Bible passages on NBC radio between 
broadcasts. It’s hard to imagine news 

sources making that commitment today. 
Our U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops invites us to open our 
observance of the week by a ritual of 
enthroning the Bible in our homes. (See 
https://catholic.bible/national-bible-week 
for a sample rite.) Your family might also 
create its own ceremony of honoring the 
sacred story in your home.

Honoring our holy book may seem 
like a super#cial gesture—and it would 
be if that were all we did with the Bible in 
our homes. But returning daily to a place 
where we acknowledge the authority of 
God’s word in our lives and choices can 
be a powerful reminder of our priorities. 
We’re done with darkness; we’re kingdom 
people from here out.

 » What good is ritual in a life 
of productive activity? What 
role does Scripture play 
in your life, and the life of 
your family or primary faith 
community?

GOSPEL
LUKE 23:35–43

“Amen, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.”

How do you get from here to Paradise? 
Most of us would like to know, because 
from where we sit, Paradise seems like 
a pipe dream. We carry burdens in our 
hearts for loved ones who su"er. We 
may bear debts of a more immediate 
kind that seem impossible to resolve 

from here. We grieve 
past mistakes and fear 
future challenges. In 
traditional Catholic 
terms, we all carry our 
crosses.

So we’re as startled 
as the criminal on 
the cross to learn that 
traveling from here to 
Paradise is as simple 
as putting our trust in 

a man condemned to death on the cross 
next to you. At Golgotha, Jesus certainly 
didn’t look like a person going anywhere 
you wanted to be headed. Yet Jesus 
assures a repentant man that Paradise is 
within reach “today.” 

As we gaze up at cruci#xes in our 
tranquil church interiors, it still seems 
dubious that Paradise could be close by 
such anguish. Yet those of us who believe 
in the coming Kingdom also trust that 
the realm where God’s will is already 
achieved is as near as our next holy 
decision.

 » Heaven may be a future 
reality, but Christ’s Kingdom 
is already “at hand.” How 
do you unite yourself with 
Kingdom values and goals 

“today”?
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SO WE’RE AS STARTLED AS THE CRIMINAL 
ON THE CROSS TO LEARN THAT TRAVELING 
FROM HERE TO PARADISE IS AS SIMPLE AS 
PUTTING OUR TRUST IN A MAN CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH ON THE CROSS NEXT TO YOU.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, we acknowledge you as the highest authority to which we are 
answerable. We confess our faults, and we trust in your mercy and justice. May we seek the path on which 
God’s will is done, on earth as it is in heaven. !men. 

LET US PRAY…

FIRST READING
ISAIAH 2:1–5 
“Come, let us climb the Lord’s 
mountain…that he may instruct 
us in his ways.”

My #rst thought come December is 
that happy days are here again! !ere’s 
nothing like a season of holiday cheer 
to lift the spirits. Advent is a merry, 
hopeful time. !e world around us 
seems to put on its best face, and the 
moment we send or receive the #rst 
Christmas card or hear the #rst carol, 
it’s as if love is returning to the social 
order after a long absence.

However—there’s more to Advent 
than decorations, parties, and fa-la-las. 
!e start of a new Church year also 
invites us to begin at the beginning with 
fresh hearts. !e signature prophet 
for the season is Isaiah. He o"ers a 
remarkable vision of the world coming 
together again: one in vision, values, and 
purpose. Can you see this world from 
where you’re sitting? How far are you 
willing to “climb the Lord’s mountain”?

 » Consider a sword you bear 
that needs to be beaten 
into a tool for peace. 
What can you do to be the 
peacemaker?

SECOND READING
ROMANS 13:11–14
Let us throw o! the works of 
dark- 
ness and put on the armor of 
light.

You know the time, Paul says, so wake 
up and get ready! But according to 
Jesus (spoiler alert: it’s in the gospel for 
today), we actually don’t know the time. 
!is sense of dislocation and directional 
anxiety where we usually #nd ourselves 
in apocalyptic generations—and let’s be 
clear, every generation is apocalyptic. 
Both Paul and Jesus are telling the truth. 
We know the hour to act is passing 
quickly. But we don’t know the hour 
when we’ll wish we’d done something 
about it earlier.

Still, we know what to do right now, 
and that’s the important thing. Walk 
away from the darkness and towards 
the light. !at means no more nursing 
old injuries, assigning blame, carrying 
grudges, hurling insults. It also means 
gentler words, gentler thoughts, gentler 
intentions everywhere we go. !e night 
has been long, but the day draws near.

 » Identify your daily dip 
toward darkness. How can 
you choose the light?

GOSPEL
MATTHEW 24:37–44
“One will be taken, and one will 
be left.”

As atmospheres go, the apocalyptic 
mood has a scary edge. One stays, one 
goes. It’s like an episode of the Twilight 
Zone in which people start disappearing 
and you don’t know if that’s better or 
worse than being left behind. Noah’s 
neighbors had no idea their whole 
society was about to be washed away. 
!ey were peeling potatoes for supper, 
planning their next vacation, buying 
a suit for an upcoming event. !ose 
potatoes would never be served, that 
vacation never enjoyed. !e event 
would not take place. 

How do you live in light of the fact 
that someday you’ll die? !at’s the 
question. How do we live knowing we’ll 
die but we don’t know when, exactly? 
!e religious answer is always: live 
mindfully. Live like you mean it. Live 
like what you’re doing, who you’re with, 
how you spend your love and time and 
resources matters ultimately. Because it 
does.

 » What are you doing this 
week that you wouldn’t be 
doing if this were your last?
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